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 Please complete as many categories as necessary for your observations.  See notes overleaf

Date


Species (code)
Place name or nearby town address
Grid Ref

(if known)
Breeding activity
Comments





A
B
C
D
E
F
G


25.04.06
SL
Grey’s Farm, Wokingham
SU821670


8




Example
8 Swallows flying in and out of farm buildings on several days this week











































































































 






Notes for Recording:

Observer

the name(s) of the observer(s)

Address

contact address of observer (with email address if appropriate)

Tel


telephone number of observer (delete Work/Home as appropriate)

Date


Ideally the date should be in the form dd.mm.yy

Place
In rural places, give the name of the nearest identifiable feature and ideally the nearest village.  (Note that place or feature names should ideally be as given in the OS Explorer series 1 : 25,000 maps of Britain).   In towns provide the town name, street name and ideally the building number. 

Grid Ref

Please include grid references if possible with all reports. The inclusion of a place name and grid reference will make errors in grid references (e.g. reverse digits) more obvious during processing. Record to 6 figures for nest site or street.  Record 4 figures for general feeding/flight activity. 

Species codes

Please use standard BTO species codes because this will make processing easier for us. The codes are SI = swift;  SL = swallow;  HM = house martin.
Breeding activity categories

Enter count numbers in the appropriate category (column of the table). If the number is an estimate please prefix the number with lower case ‘c’  e.g.   c20   to mean about 20 birds.  Counts of nests (in categories B, D or E)  should be annotated with a comment saying they are nests not birds. Numbers should be as accurate as possible.  

A
Birds present in suitable area for nesting:  

Swifts flying near or among large buildings or high over town centres.

Swallows around farms or other rural buildings.  Martins flying within 200 metres of buildings.

Please exclude birds feeding over gravel pits, fields etc because they may have travelled a significant distance to feed.

B
Nest building (or nest prospecting for swifts)

Swallows or house martins collecting mud from pond or puddles. 

Single observations of swifts entering buildings (e.g. under tiles or into holes). 

C
Birds regularly entering buildings

Swifts repeatedly entering holes or under tiles on a building.


Swallows entering rural buildings (e.g. barns). House martins disappearing under eaves etc (where it is not possible to see if there are nests)

D
Nests (not obviously occupied)
Nests (excluding damaged nests or nest remnants) of swallows or house martins in or on buildings, but without birds nearby. Please include the number of nests.

E
Occupied nests
Swallows or house martins flying into or out of a nest or seen sitting in/on a nest.

F
Successful breeding

Nests with young seen or heard. Adults flying into nests carrying food.

G
Swifts in screaming party flights


Record numbers of birds in party flights when screaming in groups amongst buildings.

Comments
Additional notes on behaviour and other circumstances will be very useful with all observation categories. If the observation covers several days this can be a comment instead of several separate records.
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Observer:  ……………………………….…..      Address:  ………………………………………..……………………………………….


Tel.:  …………………………   (Work/Home)          email:………………………………………………..








Please return completed forms to Berkshire Swift & Swallow Survey, 62 Northcott, Bracknell, RG12 7WS     or  email to swiftswallow@theroc.org.uk . Information should be sent in by 30th September 2007
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